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What Makes a Great Teacher 
By Ally M. from Wisconsin 

 
There are many different types of relationships that people can have: between friends, family, 
coaches and teachers. These are all important relationships to have—but teachers are the most 
essential. Teachers play a large role in their student’s lives and ultimately their futures.  
  
In order for teachers to play a successful role in their students’ futures, they must have good 
teaching styles that force the students to want to learn. The teachers should have open minds, 
be relatable to their students and contain unique teaching styles.  
  
To be a successful teacher, it is essential to listen to the students’ reasonable opinions and 
consider changes. It is essential to be open minded. Throughout my sophomore year of biology 
I had a teacher named Mrs. Holdmann. As students, we understand teachers have a specific 
curriculum that they have to follow, but we also understand there is room for change. For our 
end of the year biology project, my class suggested to Mrs. Holdmann that instead of making 
PowerPoints we should make videos of us operating through our labs—and then present those 
to the class. After hearing our idea, Mrs. Holdmann came up with a new rubric and agreed to 
try our idea. The fact that Mrs. Holdmann was open minded to our ideas made us feel 
responsible and made our opinions feel valued.  
  
To build a healthy relationship, there must be chemistry and reliability between those in the 
relationship.  There is usually a large age gap between high school students and their teachers. 
This sometimes makes the chemistry and reliability difficult to build.  During my freshman year 
my geometry teachers name was Mr. Hessler.  Mr. Hessler pushed us to perform our best in the 
classroom while at the same time relating to what we enjoy as young students. Every morning, 
he had a corny joke on the Smart Board that loosened up the class and he always talked about 
the sporting events that were taking place this week. As difficult as it is to do, Mr. Hessler built 
a good relationship with chemistry and reliability between his students. The fact that he did this 
allowed for us to feel comfortable around him as our teacher and as a person. Ultimately, it 
made us want to learn in his class.  
  
Boring teachers can become difficult to interact with. This is why it is important for teachers to 
have a unique teaching style that keeps the students interested in what they are being taught. 
My junior year chemistry teacher, Mrs. Koch, had a way of keeping our class focused. For 
example, when describing the different bonds, Mrs. Koch pulled students up in front of the 
class to represent the atoms. She would physically move the students in order to represent the 
bond that she was teaching about. This technique was different from sitting in our desks for 
forty minutes taking notes or watching a video; it allowed for us to get moving and visually see 
what she was talking about. When it came to taking tests, I know I personally visualized the 
activity she did in class and this helped me pick the correct answer. Mrs. Koch’s unique teaching 



style made her class different and interesting. Every day we would walk into her class knowing 
there would be a new way of learning that she had planned for us.  
  
High school students have relatively similar days every day of the week and this can eventually 
seem repetitive. It is important for the students to look forward to learning and look forward to 
stepping into every one of their classes. In order for this to happen, there must be good 
teachers. A good teacher is someone who is open minded, relatable to the students and has a 
unique teaching style. The best kind of teacher makes their class enjoyable and a fun learning 
experience.  


